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MEAT  CONSUMPTION  TRENDS  IN  PRINCIPAL  COUNTRIES 

Meat  consuiT5)tion  rose  in  1955  and  1956  in  most  countries  of  the  world 
for  which  data  or  estimates  are  available.    During  1955  consultation  per 
person  was  relatively  large  in  most  of  those  countries,  although  as  usual 
supplies  per  person  varied  greatly  from  country  to  country. 

Generally,  rising  levels  of  consumption  were  the  result  of  high  con- 
sumer p\ir chasing  power  and  the  availability  of  larger  quantities  of  meat 
in  the  principal  producing  and  importing  countries.    For  several  years 
there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  world  meat  production  "siiich  has  been 
greater  percentagewise  than  the  growth  of  the  population. 

After  a  very  rapid  recovery  from  low  postwar  years  meat  consunqption 
in  Western  Europe  continues  its  moderate  advance  of  recent  years.  Oceania 
has  increased  meat  utilization  by  25  percent  from  the  average  of  19i;6-50o 
Consumption  was  lower  than  usual  in  several  countries,  especially  South 
America, 

Meat  l/i    Summary  of  Apparent  Consumption  in 
Specified  Areas  in  1955^  with  Conparisons 


Percentage  Change 

Area              average                         2/  2/  19U6-50  195k  to 
 19U6-50     1953  195U  1955^  to  1955  19^^ 

^ifes!        lbs*  ^fesl  ifesT 

North  America  3/    2U,65l  27,63U  28,29U  30,352           +23  +7 

Europe  k/              18,2^1  23,l80  2U,808  25,876           +it2  +U 

South  America  5/     7,596       7,720  7,7U6  7,203           -  5  -7 

Oceania  6/               2,065       2,276  2,500  2,579           +25  +3 


1/    Carcass  meat  basis  -  includes  beef,  veal,  mutton,  lamb,  goat  and  horse- 
meat,  excludes  edible  variety  meat,  lard,  rabbit  and  poultry  meat.    2/  Pre- 
liminary.   3/    Includes  Canada,  Mexico,  United  States  and  Cuba,    h/  Includes 
Austria,  Belgium,  Denmark,  Finland,  France,  Germany,  Greece,  Ireland,  Italy, 
Netherlands,  Norway,  Portugal,  Sweden,  Switzerland,  United  Kingdom  and  Yugo- 
slavia.   S/    Includes  Argentina,  Brazil,  Chile,  Paraguay  and  Uruguay. 
6/    Includes  Australia  and  New  Zealand, 
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Per  capita  meat  supplies  in  1956  were  even  larger  than  in  1955  in  a 
nvanber  of  countries  including  the  United  Kingdom,  Canada,  the  United  States, 
New  Zealand,  Argentina  and  Western  Europe  as  a  -v^ole.    But  consunption  per 
person  in  Australia  was  less  than  in  1955*    There  probably  was  a  reduction 
in  domestic  use  in  Denmark  reflecting  a  decline  of  about  10  percent  in  hog 
slaughter  by  the  bacon  factories* 

As  usual  the  highest  levels  of  consuu^^tion  per  person  in  the  world 
were  attained  in  the  principal  e3?)orting  countries,  except  Denmark*  Per 
capita  consunption  in  New  Zealand  during  1955  was  estimated  to  be  216  pounds, 
Uruguay  199,  and  Argentina  187  pounds*    Consumption  in  Argentina  and  Uruguay 
was  at  a  lower  level  than  usual  as  a  result  of  low  meat  production* 

Per  capita  civilian  consunption  in  the  United  States  was  estimated  at 
161  pounds  in  1955*    This  was  8  pounds  greater  than  a  year  earlier  and  had 
only  been  exceeded  by  the  163 •3  pounds  consumed  in  1908,  the  highest  in 
records  dating  back  to  1899*    Consunption  rose  further  in  1956  and  for  the 
year  as  a  ^ole  is  now  estimated  at  163 •5  pounds*    In  the  past  several 
years  there  has  been  a  sharp  increase  in  consumption  of  beef  as  beef  produc- 
tion has  continued  to  rise  to  new  record  levels* 

In  the  United  Kingdom  consunption  per  person  averaged  128  pounds  in 
1955  coii$)ared  with  126  pounds  in  prewar  and  was  the  highest  for  any  postwar 
year.    In  France  consunption  averaged  125  pounds  and  in  Denmark  121;  pounds* 
Supplies  per  person  in  1955  ranged  down  to  as  low  as  1+2  pounds  in  Portugal, 
39  pounds  in  Italy  and  31  pounds  in  Greece* 

In  canparison  with  earlier  years,  the  1955  per  capita  meat  supplies 
were  unusually  large  in  Canada,  the  United  States,  Austria,  Belgium,  Frence, 
Ireland,  and  the  United  Kingdom*    Consunption  per  person  was  relatively 
larger  than  usual  in  the  Netherlands,  Portugal,  Sweden,  Switzerland,  and 
Yugoslavia*    But  during  1955  consunption  was  srfialler  than  usual  in  Mexico, 
Brazil,  Argentina,  Uruguay  and  the  Union  of  South  Africa* 

Consunption  of  nEat  in  Canada  has  risen  steadily  since  the  war*  The 
largest  gain  was  in  pork  consumption  which  in  1955  was  18*2  pounds  per  cap- 
ita more  than  in  prewar,  a  gain  of  14.6  percent*    The  stable  per  capita  beef 
consunption  for  195U  and  1955  is  a  reflection  of  the  fact  that  Canada  is 
now  consuming  about  all  the  beef  it  produces  and  may  be  a  net  inporter  in 
1956*    In  1956  Canadian  meat  production  reached  its  largest  peace-time 
volume*    Domestic  disappearance  of  meat  was  around  10  percent  greater  than 
a  year  earlier*    At  the  end  of  1956  the  livestock  industry  was  in  a  healthy 
position  with  every  prospect  that  continued  high  consumer  demand  would  ab- 
sorb the  1957  marketings  of  all  kinds  of  meat. 


Canada;    Per  Capita  Civilian  Consunption  of  Keat 


Item 


average 

  1935-39  1951  ,1952  1953  195U  1955 

Beef(C.W*E.)  5ii.7  i|8*9  hh^S  6U.6  72*0  72.0 

Veal(C*W*E*)  10.5  7*5  6*1  8*2  10.1  8*8 

Lamb  &  Mutton (C*W*E.)  5*6  2*1  1.9  2*i|  2.5  2.8 

Pork(C*W*E*)  39.8  60*9  63.2  55.0  53.7  58.0 

Canned  Meat(C *W.E* )  1*7  5*8  8*8  5.2  li.lt  k.2 

^"^C^§^If^^  112.3  125.2  125.2  135.1  ll;2.7  1U5.8 

Variety  Meats  ~S7B  UTS  JZ  53  5^3  STF 
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Coinpared  Td.th  prewar,  consuu^jtion  of  fresh  pork  and  canned  meats  have 
increased  shaiply  in  the  United  Kingdom^    There  has  been  a  moderate  decrease 
in  consumption  of  mutton  and  lamb  and  of  bacon  and  ham.    But  use  of  beef 
and  veal  per  person  is  considerably  below  prewar.    Net  iitports  accounted  for 
h9  percent  of  the  meat  consumed  in  1955  coitpared  with  60  percent  in  19U6-50. 

Meat  supplies  continued  to  increase  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  1956. 
Iir5)orts  of  carcass  and  vad^tgr  Meats  in  January-October  totaled  13  percent 
more  than  a  year  earlier.    During  that  period  domestic  beef  production  in- 
creased 13  percent  and  mutton  and  lamb  18  percent.    However,  pork  production 
during  January-October  1956  was  k  percent  less  than  a  year  earlier  and  bacon 
output  declined  li;  percent. 


United  Kingdom:    Per  Capita  Consultation  of  Meat 


Item  average 
 19^1       19^2  19^3  19^11  19^^ 

Pounds 

Beef  &  Veal(C.W.E.)         $h.9         33*7  32.U      36.8  k3.9  U6.2 

Mutton  &  Lamb(C.W.E.)       25.2          l5*ii  21.U       2U.2  21.6  2h*h 

Porfc(C.W.E.)                    10.6           k.5  7.9      12.1  17.8  l8,i; 

Bacon  &  Ham(Prod.Wt.)       28.1          19.U  22.9       2I4.9  25.0  25.1 


Canned  Corned  Meat 
(Prod.Wt.)  2.1  1.7  .1  .7 


)  ) 


Other  Canned  Meat  (    7.6    (  8«5 

(Prod.Wt. )  1.0  Q.h        8.7        5.6    ^  ^ 

Total(C.W.E.)l/        125.9          88.7       97.0  107.5     120.0  127.9 

Varieiy  Meats                     7.U           6.7        6.8  6.5        7.8  "1TB" 

1/    Converted  to  carcass  weight  equivalent. 


The  per  capita  consuirption  of  meat  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand  was 
the  highest  in  the  vorld  in  1955.    Meat  production  and  consuiq)tion  were 
relatively  low  in  Argentina  and  Uriiguay.    Consuii$)tion  per  capita  in  Australia 
during  195U-55  averaged  211  pounds  coii?)ared  with  213  a  year  earlier  and  2U5 
pounds  in  prewar.    Cons  unction  of  mutton  and  lamb  averaged  76.2  pounds  per 
person,  beef  Hit. 9  pounds  and  pork,  bacon  and  hams  17.7  pounds.  Consumption 
in  1955-56  declined  slightly  to  around  209  pounds.    All  of  the  reduction  was 
the  consuD^Dtion  of  mutton. 

Consuir^jtion  of  216 .U  pounds  of  meat  during  1955  in  New  Zealand  was  5.U 
pounds  more  than  a  year  earlier  and  h»h  more  than  the  prewar  average. 
During  1955  consunption  of  lamb  and  mutton  averaged  80.2  pounds  per  person, 
beef  100i2  pounds  and  park  29.9  pounds* 

Australia:    Per  Capita  Consumption  of  Meat 

Year  Ended  June  30   


Item 


average 


1937-39       1951      1952       1953  195ti  1955 

Pounds 


Beef  &  Veal (C.W.E.)         J}^.!  131,6  118.9  119.7  llU.6  llU.9 

Mutton(c.w.E.)                59.8  38*U  U0.9  U9.5  SlJx  So.h 

LanbCCW.E.)                     15.0  2U.6  2U.0  28.8  26,9  25.8 

Pork(CoW.E.)                     io.il  6.8  7.3  5.8  7.7  9.8 

Bacon  &  Ham(Prod.Wt.)        15.7  8^3  7.2  7.3  7.2  7.9 

Canned  Meat(Prod.Wt.)          1/  3.2  2.5  2.0  2.0  2.0 

Total  c.w.E.              2U;.6  217.8  i^^.l  ^l.h  ^1^.6  ^lO.B 

Variety  Meats                       8.U  8.8  9.1  10^3  10.6  ToTT 

1/    InelnH^aH  nndfir  frftph  meat  at  its  carcass  weight  equivalentT 
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There  was  a  further  rise  in  meat  cons\iii?)tion  in  New  Zealand  in  1956. 
Consuinption  of  all  meats  (carcass  weight  basis)  averaged  223.6  pounds  per 
person.    Beef  consuuption  rose  by  U«8  pounds  but  there  were  only  minor 
changes  in  consur^tion  of  the  other  types  of  carcass  meats.  Consuj^tion 
of  variety  meats  declined  from  10»3  to  9«2  pounds  per  person.    Total  produc- 
tion of  meat,  including  edible  variety  meats  in  New  Zealand  during  the  year 
ending  September  30,  1956  was  5  percent  greater  than  a  year  earlier. 


New  Zealand:  Per  Capita  Gonsuiiption  of  Meat 
 Year  Ended  September  30  


Item 

average 
1917-39 

19?1 

19^2 

1951 

l?51i 

195? 

Pounds 

Beef  (C.W.E.) 

112.0 

115.1 

109.9 

102  .U 

102.6 

100.2 

Veal(C.W.E.) 

7.5 

5.7 

5.8 

5.0 

5.8 

6.1 

Mutton(G.W.E.) 

60.0 

61.1 

66.2 

66.0 

66.8 

71.0 

Lamb(C.W.E.) 

6.5 

11.1 

10.5 

9.6 

8.5 

9.2 

Foiic(C.W.E.) 

9.0 

10.5 

8.2 

11.3 

13.1 

Bacon  ^  Ham(C.lA;.E.) 

17.0 

20.6 

16.8 

lU.l 

16.0 

16.8 

Total  C.W.E. 
Variety  Meats 

212.0 

22b. 0 

219.7 

205.3 

ill.O 

216.U 

9.0 

9.B 

9.6 

9.0 

10.3 

10.5 

Beef  accounts  for  a  very  large  share  of  the  meat  produced  and  consumed 
in  Argentina.    Consuirption  of  16U  pounds  of  beef  per  person  in  1955  amounted 
to  58  percent  of  til  types  of  meat  eaten. 


There  was  a  sharp  decline  in  per  capita  consunption  of  beef  and  mutton 
from  19^2  to  1955  chiefly  because  of  lower  production  of  these  meats.  Con- 
sumption of  mutton  and  lamb  per  person  of  7  po\inds  in  1955  was  only  half 
as  large  as  in  1952.  Consumption  of  pork  per -person  has  been  about  average 
for  recent  years.  Production  has  been  about  average  but  exports  have  been 
relatively  small.  Consuii5)tion  of  beef  rose  in  1956  as  production  increased 
sharply. 

Consumer  meat  prices  in  Argentina  are  lower  than  they  ordinarily  would 
be  due  to  the  subsidies  paid  to  packers  and  price  ceilings.    If  all  of  these, 
subsidies  were  removed  there  would  probably  be  a  substantial  rise  in  prices. 
But  since  meat  is  a  major  cost  of  living  item  in  the  country  there  is  a  re- 
luctance to  withdraw  the  subsidies  even  though  the  current  rise  in  beef  pro- 
duction and  consumption  is  making  it  easier  to  bring  about  an  adjustjaent  of 
this  kind. 


Argentina;    Per  Cspita  Consuirg^tion  of  Meat 


Item 


average 
193li-38 


12^1  ^^^4ds  ^^^^  i2iL_i2£5 


-^ounas 

Beef  &  Veal(C.W.E.)             176          203          ^          181          173  l6ii 

Lamb  &  Mutton(C.W.E.)            19           m           lU             9             6  7 

Pork(C.W.E.)                       _20  16  13  16  15  16 

Total  Meat  (C.W.E.)  215          233          230          206         19U  "TH? 


In  Denmark  there  has  been  a  tendency  for  consumption  of  pork  to  rise 
and  for  consuiiption  of  beef  to  fall  off.    Pork  consuii5)tion  per  person  was 
estimated  to  be  83  pounds  in  1955,  beef  and  veal  consuaption  38  pounds  and 
the  other  meats  3  pounds.    By  contrast,  in  prewar  pork  consumption  averaged 


-  6  - 


69  pounds,  beef  and  veal  59  pounds  and  the  other  meats  132  pounds*  From 
1952  to  1955  there  was  a  steady  rise  in  meat  consuiT5)tion  in  Denmark  at 
the  same  time  that  meat  exports  continued  at  unusually  high  levels • 


Denmark:    Per  Capita  Consumption  of  Heat  1/ 


Item 

average 
1935-39 

1951 

1952 

1953 

195U 

1955 

Pounds 

Beef  &  Veal(C.W.E.) 

59 

36 

33 

33 

33 

38 

Pork(Excl.  Lard)(C.W.E.) 

69 

68 

71 

80 

83 

83 

Mutton  «Sc  Lamb  (C  .¥.£•) 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Horsemeat(C  eW.E. ) 

2 

3 

3 

h 

k 

2 

Total  Meat(C,W.EO 

132 

106 

108 

ii8 

121 

12l 

1/  Official  estimates  of  consuiT5)tion  adjusted  to  exclude  estimated  consunp- 
tion  of  variety  meats. 


The  notable  feature  of  meat  consuii5)tion  in  the  United  States  in  recent 
years  has  been  the  record  consunption  of  beef,    ConsuB^tion  per  person  in- 
creased from  61     pounds  in  1952  to  80.9  pounds  in  1955  and  rose  to  even 
higher  levels  in  1956 •    From  1952  to  1955  consuii5)tion  of  all  meats  per  cap- 
ita increased  from  lUioO  to  160.7  pounds. 

During  1955  about  half  of  the  meat  consumed  in  the  United  States  was 
beef  and  6  percent  was  veal.    Forty-one  percent  of  the  meat  eaten  was  pork. 
The  remaining  3  percent  was  lamb  and  mutton. 


United  States;    Per  Capita  Consrcm^tion  of  Meat 


Item 


average 


1251  0222  12i2  


Beef  (C.W.Eo) 

Veal(C.W.E.) 

Lamb  &  Mutton(C.VJ.E.) 

Pork(C.W.E.) 

Total  (C.W.E.) 
Canned  Meat  1/ 
Variety  Meats  2/  


5U.8 
8.1 
6*7 

55.7 


Pounds 


55.3 
6.5 
3.U 

70.9 


1253 


13CT 
9.8 


6i;ir 

7.1 
U.1 
71.ii 


"76.5 
9.U 
U.6 

62.6 


Ihh.O     153  a" 


79*0 
9.9 
U.5 

59.2 


9.3 
10.1 


9.8 
10.7 


-97^ 
I0o5 


80.9 
9.3 

6$.9 


160.7 


10.1 
10.8 


1/    Product  weight;  included  in  appropriate  category  above.    2/  Estimates 
of  variety  meat  production  are  based  on  fixed  percentages  of  production  of 
carcass  meat  by  types.    For  method  of  calculating  per  C25)ita  supplies  see 
the  Livestock  and  Meat  Situation,  July  1956,  page  15. 


